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Standing in the Humus of Life 

HOMILY by Fr Michael Tate 

This parable begins ‘two men went up to the temple to pray.’ But only one of them actually 

prayed: ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner.’  

The other took the opportunity to keep God informed about how well he was doing in the piety 

stakes. In fact the gospel says that he prays to himself! 
 

Notice he strings together a whole lot of verbs, and they are all in the first person singular! ‘I thank God that I am not like… I do this, I 
do that.’ This means that he is in mortal danger of staying in the first person singular for the whole of his existence before and after 

death, which is, of course, to be in hell. 

What makes this character particularly obnoxious is that he only knows how to bolster his own self-image (and it is all self image) by 

putting down others.  
 

He is really behaving like a child. You know how a child quite often cannot grasp that a parent has enough love for all the children and 

so an anxious child points out the faults of brothers and sisters in order to secure the limited quota of parental attention and affection. 

This is acceptable in a child, though they have to be weaned of it. 

It is unattractive in an adolescent or supposed adult.  
 

It is very unattractive amongst those religious types who take the high moral ground and constantly denigrate the actions and religious 

practice of others.  
 

By contrast, what of the tax collector? He is said to be humble. Don’t misunderstand this word. It has nothing to do with being                     
obsequious and obnoxiously self-effacing. It comes from the same root as humus, soil, earth. A good gardener wants plenty of humus 

in the soil rather than leaving it mere dust and lacking in nutrients.  

A humble person is one who is truly-earthed, well-grounded, knows where he or she is standing, sometimes in the manure of life. 

This was the case with the tax collector, a collaborator with the Roman authorities, backed by the occupying army, regarded by his 

fellow Jews as being in a sinful situation. 

He admits that that is where he is standing and says ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner.’ 

For God, it is not the utterance on the high moral ground which pierces heaven. On the contrary, we are told in the first reading: ‘the 
humble man’s prayer pierces the clouds.’ It is the prayer from the humus, from the one whose feet are in the manure of life, which is 

heard. 

We need to hear this parable. We are to come ‘as we are’, admit, when we need to, that we are in some ‘humus’ situation and ask for 

God to show mercy towards us.   

God’s greatest desire is to be merciful. We simply have to be honest about ourselves.  This can happen very beautifully in confession, 

which often takes courage and humility in the best sense.   

But it can happen in less formal situations. We simply have to emulate the tax collector at the back of the Temple. We are told in the 

parable that ‘not daring even to raise his eyes to heaven, … he beat his breast and said: “God be merciful to me, a sinner.”’ 

This is all we have to do, with meaning. Do that, and we may confidently hope to hear our Lord say about us ‘This woman, this man, 

this boy, this girl, went home at rights with God. 

(We are in the country of the Worimi, Gamilleroi, Wanarua, Gweagul,   Darkinjung, Biripi and Awabakal peoples. We respectfully acknowledge 
their Elders, celebrate their continuing culture and the living memory of   their ancestors.) 

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                23RD OCTOBER 2022 



 THIS WEEK’S READINGS                                                           NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                  
23RD OCTOBER 2022 

FIRST READING:  Sir 35:12-14, 16-18  The prayer of the 

humble will penetrate the heavens. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 32:2-3. 17-19. 23. R. v.7 

(R.) The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 

SECOND READING 2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18 All that remains is 

the crown of righteousness reserved for me. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:       
    Alleluia, Alleluia                                                                               

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;  
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.  

   Alleluia 

GOSPEL: Lk 18:9-14  The publican returned to his home 

justified; the pharisee did not. 

Responsorial  

Psalm 

31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                  
30TH OCTOBER 2022 

FIRST READING:  Wis 11:22 – 12:2 You have mercy on all 

things because you love everything that exists. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 144:1-2. 8-11. 13-14. R. see 

v.1 (R.) I will praise your name for ever, my king and my 

God. 

SECOND READING 2 Thes 1:11 – 2:2 The name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ will be glorified in you and you in him. 

GOSPEL: Lk 19:1-10  The Son of Man came to seek and to 

find that which was lost. 

Prayer List for Taree and Wingham Parishes  

SICK: Sandra Baker, Maria Bergin, Sue Berry, Gary Borham, Leo Corben, Cathy Callinan, Michael Chaffey,                             

Samantha Chaffey,  Bev Crouch, Ken Fitton, Toni Fitzpatrick, Eleanor Gibbs, Betty Howard, Ian Kerry, Lorraine McKenzie,               

John Minihan, Vicki Minihan, Kathy Murray, Neil Moroney, Linda Norris, Rose Sammut, Liz Taylor, Paul White, Anne Whatson, 

Tammy Wilson. 

ANNIVERSARIES: Pat McMahon, Carolina Camilotes, Mary Standen, Kevin Standen, Tina Allan, Denis Kilmurray,                          

Gerard Unger, Rhyann Whittaker, Warren Lees 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Harry Cook 

ALL SOULS- NOVEMBER MASS OFFERINGS: 

During the month of November, 

masses will be offered for deceased 

members of our families. If you 

would like people from your families               

who have passed away to be               

remembered, please write their 

names on an envelope with the 

heading ‘November Mass Offerings for the Holy Souls’, place 

an offering in the envelope and drop it on the plate, or drop it 

at the Parish Office. Envelopes will be available in                 

the church foyers starting last week of  October.                   

Please kindly write the names of your deceased loved 

ones clearly. 

HOLY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ALL SAINTS DAY  
Tuesday,1st November  2022 

5.30pm at Our Lady of the Rosary 

Church,Taree                                                    

-Father Terry Horne 
 

 
ALL SOULS DAY  

Tuesday, 2nd November  2022 

12.00pm at Our Lady of the Rosary 

Church,Taree 

-Father Peter Street 



PARISH NOTICES 

DIOCESAN REFLECTION DAY                                        
ON OUR SPIRITUAL FOUNDATIONS 
Saturday 12th November 2022 

 

• Various Hub Locations: 

• Victor Peter Suite,841 Hunter St, Newcastle West 

• San Clemente High School, Havelock St ,Mayfield 

• St Pauls High School,Primrose St Booragul 

• Catherine McAuley College,507 Medowie Rd, Medowie 

• St Joseph’s High,Segenhoe St Aberdeen 

• St Clare’s High School, Davis St Taree 
 

9.30am for a 10.00am start Finish at 3.00pm. 

You are welcome to join us                                                        

for the Diocesan Reflection Day on our                                            

Spiritual Foundations marking the anniversary of                           

Bishop Bill Wright’s death.                                                                                                                       
Please bring a plate for morning tea and a fellowship 

lunch, to share in your hub location. 
 

TO REGISTER :                                                                 

https://DioReflectionDay.eventbrite.com.au                         

Registration closes on Monday 7th November. 

LADIES PRAYER GROUP - AN INVITATION 
 

 

Come and join us for PRAYER AND REFLECTION every Tuesday 9.30am at the Old Presbytery Meeting Room. We               

include structured and open prayer with reflection, input and sharing of the Sunday Gospel to enrich our Mass                

experience. The ladies also meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month for lunch. Please phone May 6552 5596 if interested. 

DIOCESAN COUNCIL FOR MINISTRY  WITH YOUNG PEOPLE                                
A retreat with Br Damien Price CFC 

Saturday 29th October 2022  

Encounter: the Heart of the Shepherd! 

9.30am-5.00pm-An open invitation to everyone interested in 

exploring ministry  with young people 

5.30pm-6.30pm– Mass celebrated at                                               

Sacred Heart Cathedral. Optional shared meal following 

Mass at a venue to be determined.                                                                            

Sunday 30th October 2022  

The Smell of the Sheep! 

9.30am-3.30pm—An invitation to join with the Diocesan 

Council for Ministry with Young people as they reflect with Br 

Damien on vision and strategy.                                                                            
 

Location: Catholic Diocese of Maitland Newcastle               

meeting rooms– 841 Hunter Street Newcastle West 

RSVP 19th October 2022  

Dcmyp.eventbrite.com.au 

To learn more about Br Damien Price and the Encounter 

Cycle please  visit the website:                                                       

https://encountertheheart.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

@St Mary's Hall, 
Sunday 6th Nov 

Doors open at 10.30 am for morning tea ,                               
lunch at 12.00pm 

 

2 course lunch,$15.00 per person,                                                 
children under 12 free. 

 

Craft and handmade gifts for sale. 
Everyone wins a prize raffle. 

All welcome to come along for a bit fun . 
R.S.V.P. Parish office 65521084 by Friday 4th Nov. 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2023 

Journey with us on pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land and onto World Youth                   
Day Lisbon 2023 in Portugal,                     
where we will gather with young people, 
celebrating our diversity and faith. 
To find out more and to register your                 
interest scan the QR code or visit 
mn.shor.tn/WYD 



PARISH NOTICES

OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING : If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult please contact the office of                    

safeguarding: Ph 4979-1390 or Email: childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or visit their website for more information  

https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/. 

PARISH CALENDAR 2022 
 

MONDAY 24TH OCTOBER 
ST ANTHONY 

 

TUESDAY 25TH OCTOBER 
 

10.00am Old Bar Rosary 
6.00PM Wingham Rosary  

No Taree Mass and Reconciliation 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 26TH OCTOBER 
No Taree Mass  

 

THURSDAY 27TH OCTOBER 

11.00am Funeral Service at Taree 
-Harry Cook 

No Cundletown Mass+ Reconciliation 
 

FRIDAY 28TH OCTOBER 
ST SIMON &JUDE, APOSTLES 

NO Taree Mass  
10.00AM Wingham Rosary  

3.00pm Adoration at Old Bar 
 
 

SATURDAY 29TH OCTOBER 

4.00pm Wingham Reconciliation 
+Rosary 

4.45pm Wingham Mass 
6.15pm Taree Mass 

 

SUNDAY 30TH OCTOBER 
31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7.00am Old Bar Rosary 
7.30am Old  Bar SCAE 

7.30am Harrington Mass 
9.30am Taree Mass 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

Due to our priest’s ongoing commitment 

this week, there will be no weekday  

Masses at Our Lady of the  Rosary 

Church Taree  on Tuesday 25th                  

October ,Wednesday 26th October and 

Friday 28th October. There will be no 

5.30pm Mass and Reconciliation                          

at Cundletown Church on                            

Thursday 27th October.  

THANK YOU, MR LES STEVENS: 
On behalf of Father Kevin Corrigan 
and parishioners of Taree, the parish               
office staff would like to thank Mr Les 
Stevens for all the  hard work done to 
Sr Mildred’s Rose Garden and for  
tidying up the former vegetable            
garden in front and side of the parish 

office and presbytery. 

SCAE– SUNDAY CELEBRATION IN 
ANTICIPATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
refresher meeting will be on Tuesday 
8th November, 6pm at Our Lady              
of the Rosary Church Taree. This 
meeting is for anyone interested in 
learning about SCAE or has been a 
leader or interested in becoming a 

leader. 

WORKING BEE to clean Our Lady of 

the Rosary Catholic Church in                 
preparation for Christmas will be on 
Saturday 19th November starting at 

8am. Please bring cleaning gear.  

ST MARY’S PIETY STORE  
 

is open in the front foyer of Our Lady                   
of the Rosary Church Taree after   
weekend Masses. Advent Reflection 
books, cards and gift sets for 1st Holy 
Communion in various prices are 
available at the Piety Stall. Your               
support is much appreciated. 

ADVENT CANDLES FOR MASS 
CENTRES: As Advent is fast            
approaching, we are requesting the  
Mass Centre leaders to please                
contact the Parish Office in your most 
convenient time if you require new 

sets of  Advent Candles for this year.  

2023 COLUMBAN ART CALENDAR   

Anyone wanting to purchase a 2023 

Columban Art Calendar from the               

St. Columban’s Mission Society, may 

order through the Parish Office. Cost 

will be $11.00 each, with proceeds                

of the calendar supporting the               

Columban Missionary work. Orders 

will close on Friday 28th October. 

 

 

 

THE ANNUAL CATHOLIC MISSION 
CHURCH APPEAL will be held next 

weekend– Saturday 29th/Sunday 30th 
October . This year’s Catholic Mission 
Church Appeal highlights the                  
important work of the Church in                
Ethiopia, which aims to reach out               
to those who are affected by                     
malnutrition, and give them hope and 
support to live a  fulfilling life. Next 
week Catholic Mission will offer you 
the opportunity to partner with the 
Church and community in Emdibir, 
Ethiopia, where your gift can help 
build a life-changing program from the 
ground up to help address this urgent 
need. We hope you will take this                
opportunity to make an incredible     

impact for those in need. 

NOTE OF THANKS 
 

 

Thank you to our 
friends in the parish for 
prayers and good              
wishes on our celebra-
tion of our 60th wedding  anniversary 
in September .  
                    -Nancye and Paul White 

THE FIRST HOLY 

COMMUNION AT              

TAREE AND    

WINGHAM           

PARISHES 

will be held on             

Saturday 26th November at Wingham 

Mass and Sunday 27th at Taree      

Morning Mass.  


