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                                            GOSPEL REFLECTION  
Philip was getting ready to graduate from university. For many months he had admired a beautiful sports car in a dealer's 
showroom, and knowing his father could well afford it, he told him he wanted this car as a graduation gift from the family. 
His father did nothing. As his graduation day approached, Philip awaited signs that his father had purchased the car.  
Finally, the day after his graduation, his father called him into his study and told him how proud he was to have such a fine 
son, and that he loved him. He handed Philip a beautifully wrapped box. Philip opened the box and found a beautiful, leath-

er-bound Bible, with Philip's name embossed in gold. He did not even take the Bible out of the box.  

Angrily, he yelled at his father and said, ‘Is this it? With all your money you give me a Bible?’ and stormed out of the house, 
leaving the Bible behind. Philip’s family ran after him, but he jumped in his car and sped away. He refused to answer his 

mobile phone, even when his family kept ringing it for hours and hours.   

Very late that night, when he had cooled down somewhat, he drove home to discover that his father had suffered a mas-
sive heart attack and died two hours before. His father had a history of heart disease. His furious and heart-broken mother 

told him to go and find the Bible which was the cause of the scene that morning.  

He found the Bible right where he had thrown it down on his father’s desk. With tears, he opened the Bible and began to 
turn the pages. He came to a bookmark where his father had carefully underlined a verse, Matt 7:11, ‘And if you, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father in heaven give to those who ask 

Him?’ 

As he read those words, a car key dropped from the back of the Bible. It had a tag with the dealer's name, the same dealer 
who had the sports car he had desired. On the tag was the date of his graduation, and the words...PAID IN FULL. Philip 

broke down and sobbed.  

How many times do we miss God's blessings because they are not packaged as we expected?  

The Gospel we have just heard is often called, ‘the little man’s revenge‘. Zacchaeus was the least likely person in Jericho to 
host Jesus at dinner. In fact, as this marvellous story goes, that was the last thing on his mind as well. All Zacchaeus 

seems to have wanted is get a good look at Jesus who was on a ‘walkabout’ in the village.  

Jesus, however, seized the opportunity, given him by the actions of Jericho’s chief tax collector, to teach everyone about 
how God’s Kingdom comes in extraordinary packages. Because of his job, the local Jewish community would have hated 
Zacchaeus and yet Jesus does two things that welcome into the family of God: he calls him by name and dines with him. 
Jesus might have gone in the door of Zacchaeus’ home, but he brings Zacchaeus out through God’s door. He enables Zac-

chaeus to face up to his extortion and wealth and to claim his salvation.  

It’s the same with us. If only we have the eyes to see, the ears to hear and the arms to embrace, Jesus comes to us 
through the most unusual people, times and places. We are his family, he calls us by name and he dines with us as often 
as we choose to accept his standing invitation to this table. But there’s a price tag: we are meant to be different people for 

this encounter, generous with all we have to offer the world and transparent in all our relationships.  

No matter how lost we are, how far up a tree we get stuck or even when we are consumed with regret at the dreadful 
judgements we have made about the wrapping of God’s gifts, Jesus calls us by name, invites us to his table and tells us 

that salvation is near at hand.  © Richard Leonard SJ 

                                                     https://www.liturgyhelp.com/calendar/date/2022Oct30/0/HomRiLen 

(We are in the country of the Worimi, Gamilleroi, Wanarua, Gweagul,   Darkinjung, Biripi and Awabakal peoples. We respectfully acknowledge 
their Elders, celebrate their continuing culture and the living memory of   their ancestors.) 

31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                30TH OCTOBER 2022 



 THIS WEEK’S READINGS                                                           NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                  
30TH OCTOBER 2022 

FIRST READING:  Wis 11:22 – 12:2 You have mercy on all 

things because you love everything that exists. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 144:1-2. 8-11. 13-14. R. see 

v.1 (R.) I will praise your name for ever, my king and my 

God. 

SECOND READING 2 Thes 1:11 – 2:2 The name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ will be glorified in you and you in him. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:       
    Alleluia, Alleluia                                                                               

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,              
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 

   Alleluia 

GOSPEL: Lk 19:1-10  The Son of Man came to seek and to 

find that which was lost 

Responsorial  

Psalm 

32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                  
6TH NOVEMBER 2022 

FIRST READING:  2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14 The king of the world 

will receive us into life eternal at the resurrection. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 16:1. 5-6. 8. 15. R. v.15           

(R.) Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full. 

SECOND READING 2 Thes 2:16 – 3:5 May the Lord 

strengthen you in everything good that you do or say. 

GOSPEL: Lk 20:27-38 He is not a God of the dead but of 

the living. 

Prayer List for Taree and Wingham Parishes  
SICK: Sandra Baker, Maria Bergin, Sue Berry, Gary Borham, Leo Corben, Cathy Callinan, Michael Chaffey,                             

Samantha Chaffey,  Bev Crouch, Ken Fitton, Toni Fitzpatrick, Eleanor Gibbs, Joan Holmes, Betty Howard, Ian Kerry,               

Lorraine McKenzie, John Minihan, Vicki Minihan, Kathy Murray, Neil Moroney, Linda Norris, Rose Sammut, Liz Taylor,                       

Paul White, Anne Whatson, Tammy Wilson. 

ANNIVERSARIES: Allan Ison, Helen Ison, Sue-Ellen Ison 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Harry Cook, June Smith (Sister of Brendan Smith) 

ALL SOULS- NOVEMBER MASS OFFERINGS: 

During the month of November, 

masses will be offered for deceased 

members of our families. If you would 

like people from your families               

who have passed away to be               

remembered, please write their 

names on an envelope with the 

heading ‘Mass for the Holy Souls’, 

(November Masses), place an offering in the envelope and 

drop it on the plate, or drop it at the Parish Office. Envelopes 

will be available in the church foyers starting last week of     

October.  Please kindly write the names of your deceased 

loved ones clearly. 

HOLY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

 

ALL SAINTS DAY  
Tuesday,1st November 2022 

5.30pm at Our Lady of the Rosary 

Church, Taree                                                    

-Father Terry Horne 
 

 

ALL SOULS DAY  
Wednesday, 2nd November  2022 

12.00pm at Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Taree 

-Father Peter Street 



PARISH NOTICES

OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING : If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult please contact the office of                    

safeguarding: Ph 4979-1390 or Email: childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or visit their website for more information  

https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/. 

PARISH CALENDAR 2022 
 

MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER 

5.00PM Taree Mass– Syro Malabar                  

Indian Community 
 

TUESDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 
ALL SAINTS DAY 

 

10.00am Old Bar Rosary 
6.00PM Wingham Rosary  

5.30pm Taree Mass 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 
ALL SOULS DAY 

12.00pm Taree Mass  
 

THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 

No Cundletown Mass+ Reconciliation 
 

FRIDAY 4TH NOVEMBER 

NO Taree Mass  
10.00AM Wingham Rosary  

3.00pm Adoration at Old Bar 
 
 

SATURDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 

4.00pm Wingham Reconciliation 
+Rosary 

4.45pm Wingham Mass 
6.00pm Harrington SCAE 

6.15pm Taree Mass 
 

SUNDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 
32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7.00am Old Bar Rosary 
7.30am Old  Bar Mass 
9.30am Taree Mass 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
Father Terry Horne will celebrate                 

All Saints Day Mass at Our Lady of the 

Rosary Church Taree on Tuesday,                     

1st November at 5.30pm. 

Father Peter Street will celebrate                    

All Souls Day Mass at Our Lady of the           

Rosary Church Taree on Wednesday,               

2nd November at 12.00pm. 
 

Due to our priest’s ongoing commitment 

this week, there will be no Mass at Our     

Lady of the  Rosary Church on Friday 4th 

November. There will be no 5.30pm Mass 

and Reconciliation at  Cundletown Church 

on Thursday 3rd November.  

SCAE– SUNDAY CELEBRATION IN 
ANTICIPATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
refresher meeting will be on Tuesday 
8th November, 6pm at Our Lady              
of the Rosary Church Taree. This 
meeting is for anyone interested in 
learning about SCAE or has been a 
leader or interested in becoming a 

leader. 

ANNA’S WIDOW’S GROUP  will meet 

for Lunch at 12.00pm on Sunday 6th 

November at the Royal Hotel. Contact 

May-Ph6552 5596. 

SOCIAL SUNDAY 

at 
St Mary's Hall, 

Sunday 6th Nov 
Doors open at 10.30 am for morning 

tea , lunch at 12.00pm 
 

2 course lunch,$15.00 per person,                                                 
children under 12 free. 

 

Craft and handmade gifts for sale. 
Everyone wins a prize raffle. 

All welcome to come along for a bit of 
fun . 

R.S.V.P. Parish office 65521084 by 
Friday 4th Nov. 

SYRO-MALABAR ANNIVERSARY 
The Syro-Malabar community will be 

celebrating ten years in Newcastle 

with a feast and Mass at Holy Cross 

Glendale on Saturday 29 October at 

5:00PM and Sunday 30 October at 

10:30AM. All welcome. A Holy Mass 

in Syro - Malabar Rite will be celebrat-

ed at Taree Church on Monday 31st 

October at 5.00pm. 



DIOCESAN REFLECTION DAY                                        
ON OUR SPIRITUAL FOUNDATIONS 
Saturday 12th November 2022 

 

• Various Hub Locations: 

• Victor Peter Suite,841 Hunter St, Newcastle West 

• San Clemente High School, Havelock St ,Mayfield 

• St Pauls High School,Primrose St Booragul 

• Catherine McAuley College,507 Medowie Rd, Medowie 

• St Joseph’s High,Segenhoe St Aberdeen 

• St Clare’s High School, Davis St Taree 
 

9.30am for a 10.00am start Finish at 3.00pm. 

You are welcome to join us                                                        

for the Diocesan Reflection Day on our                                            

Spiritual Foundations marking the anniversary of                           

Bishop Bill Wright’s death.                                                                                                                       
Please bring a plate for morning tea and a fellowship 

lunch, to share in your hub location. 
 

TO REGISTER :                                                                 

https://DioReflectionDay.eventbrite.com.au                         

Registration closes on Monday 7th November. 

WORKING BEE to clean Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic 

Church in preparation for Christmas will be on Saturday 

19th November starting at 8am. Please bring cleaning gear.  

DIOCESAN COUNCIL FOR MINISTRY  WITH YOUNG PEOPLE                                 
A retreat with Br Damien Price CFC 

Saturday 29th October 2022  

Encounter: the Heart of the Shepherd! 

9.30am-5.00pm-An open invitation to everyone interested in 

exploring ministry  with young people 

5.30pm-6.30pm– Mass celebrated at                                               

Sacred Heart Cathedral. Optional shared meal following 

Mass at a venue to be determined.                                                                            

Sunday 30th October 2022  

The Smell of the Sheep! 

9.30am-3.30pm—An invitation to join with the Diocesan 

Council for Ministry with Young people as they reflect with Br 

Damien on vision and strategy.                                                                             
 

Location: Catholic Diocese of Maitland Newcastle               

meeting rooms– 841 Hunter Street Newcastle West 

RSVP 19th October 2022  

Dcmyp.eventbrite.com.au 

To learn more about Br Damien Price and the Encounter 

Cycle please  visit the website:                                                       

https://encountertheheart.com. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOE BOX 
 

149 Christmas Shoeboxes from our Parish have been delivered to the Depot in Forster, ready to be sent to Sydney for             

processing, along with many generous donations. The boxes filled with Christmas presents will be loaded onto the             

containers for shipment and delivery to vulnerable and impoverished children in Fiji, Solomon Islands, PNG, Cambodia and 

Nauru. This is one of the first initiatives of the Parish Assembly to be completed. WELL DONE and THANKYOU. Let’s 

make it even bigger next year !! 

THE ANNUAL CATHOLIC MISSION CHURCH APPEAL 
will start in our Parish this weekend– Saturday 29th/
Sunday 30th October. This year’s Catholic Mission Church 
Appeal highlights the important work of the Church in                
Ethiopia, which aims to reach out to those who are                
affected by malnutrition, and give them hope and support 
to live a  fulfilling life. This week Catholic Mission will offer 
you the opportunity to partner with the Church and                    
community in Emdibir, Ethiopia, where your gift can help 
build a life-changing program from the ground up to help 
address this urgent need. We hope you will take this                

opportunity to make an incredible impact for those in need. 

As Christmas is fast approaching, CatholicCare is once again 
appealing to the wider community to support our Christmas 
Hamper Drive. This appeal will be held in all Mass Centres              
of Taree and Wingham Parishes on the 3rd weekend of             
November-Sat 19th Nov and Sunday 20th Nov. Baskets will 
be placed in the foyer of Church for donations of non-
perishable food. Your support would be much appreciated. 


